229

" from it every day. You give it up if there is the slightest
" strain upon it. You tell me it is necessary for a man in
" London dealing with a man in York to know exactly what
" he is to receive. Well,, then, I say it is necessary also
" for a man in London dealing with a man in New York.
" Your scientific principle is unseaworthy; no sooner does
" it get on board ship than it goes to the bottom. It cannot
" venture across from Dover to Calais, still less can it go to
" New York." I have no more to say at this time upon the
subject itself. But there is one thing I should like to say,
and that is, that I perceive a great alteration since I went
to the Conference in Paris in 1878 in the feeling of the
people generally about this matter. I had not a word to
say then in favour of bimetallism, because I had not
opened my eyes sufficiently, but at that time if anyone in
England did venture to suggest such a thing he was thought
to be a lunatic. As has been said before, whatever we in
this little island have been accustomed to do we think is
absolutely right, and that whatever is done by the rest of
the nations of the world is absolute lunacy. However,
for that or other reasons any persons who thought of such
a thing at that time were called lunatics. But now the tone
which speakers adopt in reference to bimetallism is very
different, and the way in which they look at the matter is
very different also. They see that there is danger in the
present state of things, and they think it right that the
plans which are proposed to meet the danger should be
considered seriously and not be put on one side as if the
proposers were asserting the flatness of the world or making
endeavours to square the circle. We are now listened to
with patience; and, to come to the motion upon which I
rose to speak, I think the Lord Mayor is an example of
that patience. He has been listening to us for two hours
with exemplary patience. I hope he has been in some
degree rewarded for that patience by the interest he has
taken in the conversation which has been^ going on. I